Sanitized Copy Appr

Do By J em} Oppénheiﬁxer

* Washington Star Stail Writer "~ -5 --

3
£
<
Y]

“-A high-ranking FBI executive, who )
was part-of the chain of command al-

legedly involved in authorizing -and

supervising illegal break:ins within -
the past.five ‘years,: has been ab-;
solved of any-wrongdoing ‘and rein--
stated by Director Clarénce M. Kel-

ley to the bureau’s policy-making
group, -informed sources ha e-told-
The Washington Star. 2 i e
¢ Thé . reinstateraent, -which _took .
place within the past several weeks,
was said to have occurred after Kel-

ley learned from a high-ranking Jus-

tice Department official that the
executive,  Assistant . Director An-.
drew J. Decker; was found to have no | ]
"culpability in connection with the;,]
. surreplitious entries aimed at radical |
v groups.. . ’».,_::’.‘. s . .'-( : : “‘
. -Decker is believed to be the first
“present or former FBI official under

investigation to have been cleared -
reportedly — by the Justice Depart-

-ment’s: Civil Rights Division in con-
nection with the break-ins,, ¥, - Fie-

et A

~ FOR ALMOST A" YEAR; federal -
prosecutors and a federal grand jury
in New York have been probing the -
so-called [‘black bag jobs’” conducted -
by FBI agents in the early .1970s
against militant “New: Left” organi- -
.zations. such .as-‘the ‘Weatherm en,”
raostly in the New York City area; - -

Decker, who heads':the bureau’s’|"
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-tors. At the time when most of the
break-ins and burglaries occurred in.
the New York City area, Decker was
the special agent in charge of domes-
tic intelligence activities in the New
York City field office.”,. - . - - . .

=+ AS MANY AS 40 present and for
mer FBI officials and street agents
_have come under investigation in the

- probe, which is nearing completion, "

.- Last August, Edward S. Miller, a

‘| -retired head of the bureauw’s intelli-.

genceé division, alleged publicly that
tin the late summer of 1972 then-act-
- ing FBI Director L. Patrick Gray I
. authorized agents to carry out break-
.ins and burglaries as-*a last resort’
.in tracking down radicals who were

‘is‘t‘SPECtedfof_‘hf.v.m.g_g.gquci?%&fl.-_in_, ‘sents several other targets of the

B u—

bombings and other’ militant activi-

.ties.'This was six years after the late.

~FBI Director.-J. Edgar Hoover had
ordered a halt to such practices. e

. Miller told The Star in'an interview
at the time that, in at least two .in-

quests from Decker on a special tele-

-| phone line between' Decker’s New

York office“and- Miller’s office in:
:Washington headquarters.. .. ;. EIARTAY
- Miller said the requests ‘were
.usually in the form of.““a cryptic reci-
.tation’; of why authorization was re-
quired.Miller said:he never ques-
tioned the requests because, *'I knew®
him" (Decker) as _a’‘tremendously’
competent man, a rock of Gibralter, .

.Records ManagementDivision, was
said to have been ordered by Kelley
early last September not to attend
any more meetings of the. bureau’s:
high-level' "executive - conference,
apparently after- it- became known
that he was one of:t1be. targets of the

e by, ] ( Telee

pl’Obe.‘fff'-'"'::" N LR Pl o ]
.. The executive conference, which
helps set policy for the FBI, consists
of the 16 highest ranking aides of the
director. It' was said that after the
EBI director: learned — apparently
unofticially - — several ‘weeks ago
from' the Justice  Department .that
Decker had been cleared, Kelley im-
mediately - reinstated him)" to the,
executive conference,” i ST
- Decker .was_one - of " the- highest
ranking present FBI executives -to
come under scrutiny by the prosecu-.

ey
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"THE BREAK-INS and" burglaries
under investigation cover the five.
.year period beginning in 1971. The
targets of the break-ins .were the
homes and offices of persons sus:.
pected of aiding and abetting mem-
bers of organizations .such as_the-
Weathermen, . - . .. . .

. Sources familiar with the scope of
the probe feel the reported decision
involving Decker is a strong indica-
-tion that no indictments will be re-
.turned against any other present or
former FBI officials or agents; who,

by being part of the chain of com.

i ‘probe, said last night he was not so

" stances, he had received break-in re- .

‘mand, " requested, supervised, had ,
knowledge of, or, participated in the |

illegal entries, = .. - ST
But one legal source, who repre-

confident. *“I can't read into it all
those " good vibes, . that everyone
under investigation ought to be danc-
ing in the streets,” he said.. “Deck-"
er’s situation might have been differ.-
ent than the others under investiga- |
tion.”~ . - sl T s

This source, who asked not to be
identified, said he was “‘not optimis-
-tic that the probe will end without in-
dictments being returned.” " .- i 5.

Another lawyer who represents

:who handles civil
" iinformation, said he

-terday. That review is expected.to be A
icompleted in. about a week and, at’

Sontinued

"FBI agents who have been subpoe-
naed to appear before the grand jury
“said it.was his feeling also that “the
facts and circumstances ‘involving
one target wouldn’t be_binding on |

ranyoneelse.” =~. . ., &
s Justice' Department officials ™ in-:
‘volved ‘in -the probe could. not be )
‘reached for comment yesterday .con-"
.cerning the Decker matter. John V..
; Wilson, a- department - spokesman °
rights “division |
could not com- .
-ment on the report involving Decker. .

“Decker also could not be reached for - _

.comment. . R
[ THE GRAND JURY, meanwhile.
:has been in recess for several weeks °
:while prosecutors reviewed the testi-
imony thus far, it was understood yes- :
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